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surprises  from  the  day when  Lord  John  Russell
proposed that I should be a Lord in Waiting/

(3)

This book is a study in transitions ; it is not the
history of a great public servant. It is interesting, of
course, to observe the part played by chance or
coincidence in a career which might appear so care-
fully planned, so meticulously considered. Yet I am
not primarily concerned with that career. I am con-
cerned only with a complex personality.

It is important, none the less, to indicate in what
manner Lord Duflferin's reputation as an imperial
diplomatist was based upon his Syrian mission of 1860-
1861. The point can be made quite shortly. The
Syrian mountains were, and are, inhabited by two
warring sects. In the north there were the Maronite
Christians, whom the French, relying upon a charter
of St. Louis, claimed as French protected persons. In
the south there were the Moslem Druses who (with
no justification whatsoever) regarded themselves as
under the protection of Great Britain. In May of 1860
a fierce conflict broke out between the Christian and
the Moslem sects; the Maronites were completely
defeated; and the triumphant Druses spread fire and
slaughter throughout their villages. The Turkish
Governor and the Turkish forces adopted an attitude
of neutrality, somewhat biassed in favour of their
fellow Moslems. The wave of massacre spread to
Damascus and the lives of Europeans were en-
dangered. The French Government, supported by
the Prussian and Russian Governments, pressed for
European intervention. Lord Palmerston, much